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Cox Family

Happy 
Holidays!
We started this newsletter last year and as it sometimes 
happens, life got in the way. So much has happened and 
we would love to share it all. God continues to bless the 
Cox Family in abundant and marvelous ways. We’ll 
share just a few of the highlights.

Jamie starts a photography business

Since her graduation from the University of Dayton 
Jamie has been doing several different kinds of 
work including substitute teaching. Shortly after 
graduating, she established her own photography 
business, GIFT OF GOD PHOTOGRAPHY, and has 
been working diligently to build it. She has been 
photographing weddings, engagements, families 
and all sorts of other events. Check out the website 
to see her beautiful work, some of which is included 
in this newsletter:http://hisgift.wordpress.com

Gerald Gets A Promotion

Beginning in mid-January 2010, Gerald will move 
from the position of principal of Trotwood -Madison 
High School where he has worked for the past 
several years. He was recently appointed Director of 
Human Resources for Trotwood-Madison City 
Schools. We are very proud of him! 

Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. NIV

Jamie Earns 
Baccalaureate Degree
Jamie graduated with a 
Bachelors in Fine Arts 
from the University of 
Dayton on Saturday, 
December 20, 2008. 
God is great and greatly 
to be praised!

Jonathan Earns 
Masters Degree 2008

Gerald is Promoted to 
Director of Human 
Resources 

Donna Earns Masters 
in Theological Studies
After ten years, 
including seven years 
as Chair of the 
Department of Music, 
Donna finished the 
Masters In Theological 
Studies in May 2008.

Gretta Dies

Our beloved Gretta 
died in January ’08. 
We still miss her quiet 
presence and thank God 
for nearly 12 years with 
her.

Hezekiah
We’ve had two 
marvelous celebrations 
of the birth of our own 
Prince! He will be three 
on July 12, 2010

Donna is Ordained
On April 19, 2009 by 
the American Baptist 
Churches, USA 

New book released in 
March No Longer 
Afraid: Breaking Free  
of the Fear That Has 
You Bound

   Christmas Edition	 January 2010

Christmas 2007 - Hezekiah found a new 
playmate in Buddy, Jonathan’s friend from 
25 years ago. It was a joy to see the next 
generation of Cox boys loving this doll!

http://hisgift.wordpress.com
http://hisgift.wordpress.com
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Jonathan’s Update

2008 was full of change and moving forward. I 
finished my Masters degree in College Student 
Affairs at Penn State University. I probably applied 
to 50 or more jobs, all over the country, and had 
several interviews (although unsuccessful). But 
God was faithful, and He had a plan for me, 
although I was trying my best not to believe His 
promise that my steps were ordered. In mid-July    
I was offered an interview within a university 
Multicultural Affairs office—the exact area of 
Student Life where I wanted to work. They flew 
me in for the interview, and within two weeks I 
received a call from the director of the office, 
offering me the position for Assistant Director of 
Multicultural Affairs at Wake Forest University! 
I am exceedingly grateful, because I have been 
blessed with a job I absolutely love, and am doing 
the exact things I wanted to do the entire time I 
was in graduate school. 

Aside from beginning my first full-time position, 
things in my life have been stable and overall great. 
I live in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, and will 
probably be here working for the next few years. 
At this point I am very happy with my career 
choice, and am toying with the idea of completing 
a PhD at some point in the near future. We will see 
what direction God takes my life. I look forward to 
the journey. 

Until next time,
Jonathan

Jonathan & Donna at NCORE
In May 2009 Jonathan and Donna gave their first 
joint presentation at the National Conference on 
Race and Ethnicity in American Higher Education. 
Based on similar experiences of attending 
Historically Black Universities for undergraduate, 
Predominately White Institutions for graduate 
studies, and working at PWIs, the project gave 
them an opportunity to reflect on how their careers 
(and vocations) were shaped. It also gave them an 
opportunity to spend quality Mother-Son time in 
beautiful San Diego. They will be updating their 
research and doing the presentation again this year 
in Washington, DC. 

Gerald takes his first trip to Ghana
I (Donna) have been blessed to introduce several groups 
of people to the wonderful country of Ghana, West 
Africa. However, this June, I was blessed to take Gerald 
to meet our many African nieces and nephews.

Our small group of five departed for Ghana, West 
Africa on June 12, 2008. What a fabulous group it 
was. Barbara, a retired school superintendent, 
Karen, a military doctor and her Mother, Annie, our 
former next-door-neighbor and Gerald and I spent 
ten wonderful days exploring the sights and 
sounds of this beautiful country. 

Ebony Heritage Singers Perform 
With Kirk Franklin
In January 2008, Donna’s choir, the Ebony Heritage 
Singers and the UD Jazz Ensemble had the experience    
of a lifetime. 

Internationally-acclaimed Gospel music artist, Kirk 
Franklin was the keynote speaker for the UD King 
Breakfast. Kirk Franklin generously agreed to 
perform two songs with the choir and band. We 
were unable to rehearse with Mr. Franklin, who we 
met at 7:30 on that Tuesday morning; however, the 
audience had no idea as they witnessed the 
ensembles  performing like veterans. I was so 

proud of my ‘babies.’  
We had been told that 
the music had to be 
done exactly as he 
does it on the 
recordings. Since he 
didn’t know us the 
first song was done 
pretty much by the 
record. After Kirk 
realized we could hold 
our own, he decided 
to cut loose on the 
second song. That 

meant that there was some serious eye 
communication between me and Willie Morris, the 
jazz band conductor, and Kirk Franklin. Our 
students did not skip a beat!  More importantly 
than sharing the stage with this gospel music giant 
and issuing the charge and prayer, I was so 
impressed with Kirk Franklin, himself. Throughout 
the day he revealed himself to truly be a Man of 
God who loves young people.  I have always loved 
his music. However, after performing with him, 
watching him interact with the students, and 
accompanying him to the airport I am a bigger fan. 
I thank God for Kirk’s awesome gifts and his 
personal witness.

Gerald & Donna In Italy
 Since I (Donna) was invited to do a presentation at the 
International Conference on Arts in Society in July 
2009, we decided to extend the trip and spend some time 
together. 

We packed our bags and grabbed a plane to Rome. 
This was the first trip I had ever made where there 
was not a local guide to meet me at the airport and 
take care of the details. I had no idea how spoiled I 
was. So, Gerald and I set off to find our way from 
airport to hotels and from city to city. My Italian is 
limited to singing art songs and arias, none of 
which is helpful when talking to folk. But, we 
managed nicely with only sporadic stress (such as 
having the vendor who arranged our hotels 
CANCEL them without our knowledge. Still, God 
is good and we were blessed throughout. We 
enjoyed taking city transportation, tours and trains. 
We visited Rome, Florence, Pisa and Venice. We also 
took a trip to a vineyard where we sampled 
different wines. A lovely trip was made even more 
wonderful with seats in first class for the return 
from Rome to Detroit! We stayed awake all night so 
we wouldn’t miss one  
moment or benefit! 

We are 
planning a trip 

for 2011 to 
celebrate        
our 30th 

anniversary.  


